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Welcome to the first edition of this 
community Newsletter.  Its purpose is to 
provide an update of the vision, intentions 
and progress of the Agricultural Research 
Village in North Dandalup.   

The C Y O’Connor Education, Research and 
Development, Employment (ERADE) Village 
Foundation (CYOEVF) is a charitable 
organisation whose members have a wide 
range of knowledge, expertise and 
experience, and a common goal - supporting 
agricultural innovation.  

The  vision for the agricultural research village 
at Del Park Road, North Dandalup was 
conceived by the foundation in 2016 with 
input and support from the Peel Development 
Commission.  

Construction is well underway, funded by 
CYOEVF and a matching federal grant from 
the Building Better Regions Fund.  It will 
include research incubators and start-up 

units, a meeting facility and a genetics and 
quality testing laboratory for agricultural 
produce.    

Completion of the development was planned 
for December 2020 but progress has been 
slow due to the extreme dry and windy 
weather causing dust control problems.  The 
project manager, Mr Steve Allen, noted that 
in all his 20 years’ experience as an engineer, 
the excessive efforts to control the dust were 
unprecedented. 

CYOEVF is committed to assisting bright, 
young Australians with their postgraduate 
research studies and to providing an 
opportunity to put into practice their learned 
knowledge and skill sets to help farmers 
locally, nationally and even internationally –  

 
Local in solution, international in 

benefit! 
 

 

1 A site plan for the research centre at Del Park Road, North Dandalup 
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Research Projects supported by CYOEVF 
and its research team focus on issues relevant 
to local farmers but includes state, interstate 
and international collaborations, ie: 

• Measuring for monounsaturated fat 
in meat.  We have shown that this fat 
is found in Akaushi and Wagyu cattle.  
It is predominantly oleic acid (as 
found in olive oil) and melts below 
human body temperature. When 
consumed it is metabolised and used 
by the body without the usual 
problems caused by other less 
healthy fats.  The method of 
measurement is an important 
discovery which has received 
international recognition and 
resulted in collaboration between 
Western Australian and Texan 
Akaushi breeders, the largest in the 
world.  The foundation has patented 
the test which is now being used in 
the USA.  
 

• Comparing human and animal 
genetics to assist in the 
understanding of human diseases 
such as Muscular Dystrophy.   
 

Dr Jose Valenzuela’s work (all done in 
North Dandalup) included the above two 
projects in his PhD thesis - conferred by 
Murdoch University on 19th August, 
2020.  He intends to supervise other 
students to continue this work.   

 
2 Dr Jose Valenzuela with principal supervisor, Dr 
Sally Lloyd, at his Graduation ceremony on 24th 
September, 2020.  

• Identifying superior strains of Kikuyu 
grasses that are deep-drought 
resistant, producing more robust 
pastures less reliant on irrigation and 
better able to filter nutrients out of 
the water table before they reach the 
Peel Inlet and Harvey Estuary. 
 

• DNA testing of agricultural products 
to ensure traceability.  Farmers who 
invest time, money and effort into 
growing their produce often want to 
know that it has not been replaced 
with an inferior imposter, which could 
lead to the consumer paying more for 
lesser quality products. 
 

• Dung Beetles.  For many years the 
local community has worked on 
increasing dung beetles to not only 
reduce spring-time fly plagues but to 
also help replenish dung beetles on 
drought ravaged farms in the eastern 
states (See the Good News Story 
below). 
 
Further, this project is used to inspire 
children to get a taste for science on 
an international scale.  Local schools 
are encouraged to collaborate with 
sister schools in Indonesia in a joint 
dung beetle project.    
 

*   *   * 
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Development of the Research Village 
in North Dandalup was encouraged by the 
following support:  

• David Bolt, President, Shire of Murray 
(Farm Weekly - 14 February, 2019): 
He described the first stage research 
and training centres as a “game 
changer. It's not often people (like 
Professor Dawkins) put their money 
where their mouth is,” Mr Bolt said.  It 
does make a difference because it is  
the catalyst for other people to... join 
us... bring scientists, researchers and 
entrepreneurs... stimulate 
employment... support the shires 
initiatives for education, particularly 
in science and technology, 
engineering and maths. “It 
encourages the changes agriculture 
needs to be competitive into the 
future,” he said. 

 
• Michael McCormack, Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister of 
Infrastructure, Transport and 
Regional Development (Mandurah 
Mail - 8 February, 2019): 
“The Australian Government’s $2.5 
million investment will provide a 
substantial economic boost to the 
Peel region and surrounding area. It 
will attract new business and 
entrepreneurs and create a strong 
network of agriculture science in the 
Peel region”. 

 
• Marie Auvache, Principal of North 

Dandalup Primary School (Letter of 
support - 14 August 2020): 
“I am looking forward to continuing 
our partnership with the C Y O’Connor 
Foundation. I am excited by the 
opportunities our students will have 
to learn about contemporary science 
in a real laboratory setting. This 
involvement will help the students see 
the possibilities of science, how it 
applies to our lives, and possibly 
influence aspirations for their future 
careers.” 

 
• Dr Herbert Rebhan, Veterinarian, 

board member and esteemed author:  
“In regards to the facility, the project 
is intended to benefit the community 
by encouraging researchers to make 
North Dandalup their home… 
My understanding is the foundation’s 
greater vision is for the community - 
attracting additional jobs to the area, 
interaction with school children to get 
them excited about science and 
learning, and helping a great 
community become even greater. 
From my vantage point, there is no 
downside for the community and only 
an upside as the intended incubators 
are filled, scientific discoveries are 
made, and more people are attracted 
to the area.” 
 

Good News Story! 

Newsletters will feature something 
interesting and innovative, sometimes weird 
but always wonderful, designed to shine a 
spotlight on some of the great work being 
done right here in our community. 

The Dung Beetle Project 
The foundation is very proud to have been a 
part of this project and will continue to 
support it.   
 
Readers who have, or had, children attending 
the North Dandalup Primary School may be 
familiar with the dung beetle project 
undertaken over the years in an attempt to 
reduce our spring fly plagues.  This year 
progress has advanced a little further through 
collaboration between John Allen and 
daughter Theresa from Aviark Biological 
Services and Training, CYOEVF, eastern states 
friends from Soils for Life and some very busy 
volunteers who spent two weekends in June 
collecting the all-important dung beetle, 
Bubas bison.  Over 8,500 beetles were 
collected using simple kitty litter traps.  They 
were sent on a Qantas flight to Canberra to 
help drought stricken farms in NSW.  Order of 
Australia recipient, Mr John Feehan, will 
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distribute the beetles to areas where they are 
most needed, such as the Eden-Monaro 
region.  
 

 
Why? Because they need these winter 
species. Bubas bison is considered the best 
dung beetle for southern Australian 
agricultural regions. Years of continuous 
drought and subsequent destocking as a 
result have seen numbers of B. bison decline. 
In areas where there have been no cattle due 
to lack of rain and feed, there will be no dung 
beetles. There is a very strong case for 
replenishing their flagging numbers and 
helping our eastern neighbours get back on 
their feet. 
 
It is hoped that we will continue to restock 
NSW farmers with these mighty little dung 
beetles as they slowly come out of the 
drought.  This coming spring, with the help of 
North Dandalup Primary School students, Dr 
Sally Lloyd and other members from CYOEVF 
plan a mass release of the million-dollar 
beetle, Copris hispanus, at Mundup Farm in 
North Dandalup.  Hopefully this will keep our 
spring fly plagues in proportion, resulting in a 
happier and healthier community. 

Weekly Research Update Meetings are 
held at 5 Del Park Road, North Dandalup on 
Wednesdays at 1.00pm. 

 

Contact us at  
P O Box 1, North Dandalup, WA, 6207 
if you have information or an idea that you 
think could make a difference, or if you have 
any queries regarding the research centre, or 
if you would like to subscribe for membership 
or the newsletter. 

 
*   *   * 

 

3 Bubas Bison 

5 Research update meeting  

4 Copris Hispanus 


